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News at a Glance 
 
- Resourcing Future Generations: Second Call for Proposals – Deadline Extended 
(Jan 31st, 2017) 
- The 3rd IGCP-649 Workshop in Cuba (April 3-14, 2017) 
- News from Commission for the Management and Application of Geoscience 
Information (CGI) 
- Resourcing Future Generations - RFG2018: Call for Sessions 

 
 
RESOURCING FUTURE GENERATIONS: SECOND CALL FOR PROPOSALS –
DEADLINE EXTENDED (JAN 31ST, 2017) 
 
IUGS invites bids for small top-up grants to take forward discrete pieces of work in 
support of RFG. This second invitation is open to all. 
The first call in April 2016 attracted an encouraging number of proposals with six 
gaining funding. 
 
Applications are invited for: 
  1. Novel work on an aspect of RFG, which develops an ongoing piece of work or an 
already separately funded research grant; 
  2. Organizing and running a workshop to promote RFG or an RFG theme. 
 
Grants will average $3000, though exceptionally a larger sum may be awarded. 
Full call is accessible at: http://geolsoc.org.uk/RFG  
 
Deadline: January 31st, 2017 
 
 
THE 3RD IGCP-649 WORKSHOP IN CUBA (APRIL 3-14, 2017) 

The Third IGCP-649 Workshop, organized by IGCP-649 project and Geological 
Society of Cuba, will take place on April 3-14, 2017 in Havana, the capital of Cuba 
and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, to investigate and discuss the origin of Cuba’s 
ophiolite, chromitites, and peri-Caribbean mantle dynamics during VII Cuba Earth 
Science Convention. This workshop is supported by the IGCP-649 project 
“Diamonds and Recycled Mantle”, which is sponsored by UNESCO and IUGS in 
support of our current work on ultrahigh pressure and highly reduced minerals in 
ophiolitic peridotites and chromitites. The project will undertake systematic sampling 
of peridotites-chromitites in different ophiolites around the world with diverse ranges 
of ages and geochemical affinities to document the extent of diamond occurrence in 
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the mantle. The Workshop will consist of four days of oral and poster presentations 
with VII Earth Science Convention of Cuba, focused on the geology of MBOB, 
chromitites, and comparisons with ophiolites elsewhere. It will be followed by 6 one-
day field trips designed to provide a clear understanding of the geology and structure 
of MBOB and its chromitites. 
 
Read more at: http://www.igcp649.com/ 
The first Circular is available here. 
 
 
 
NEWS FROM COMMISSION FOR THE MANAGEMENT AND APPLICATION OF 
GEOSCIENCE INFORMATION (CGI) 
 
The CGI's GeoSciML data transfer standard was recently accepted by a unanimous 
vote of the Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) Technical Committee.  This 
significant milestone cements GeoSciML's place as the international geological data 
transfer standard. 
 
A simplified version of the EarthResourceML data standard for mineral resources 
data - EarthResourceML-Lite - was released by the CGI in August 
2016.  EarthResourceML is used by several international data sharing initiatives, 
including INSPIRE, Minerals4EU, and the Australian Geoscience Information 
Network (AusGIN). 
 
The Geoscience Information in Africa (GIRAF) Network, a collaborative BGR-CGI-
UNESCO initiative, was successfully transferred into African hands at the 26th 
Colloquium of African Geology in Ibadan on 25th November. 
 
Ollie Raymond, chair of the GeoSciML Standards Working Group, and Kristine Asch 
recently visited the China Geological Survey (CGS) in Beijing to present a series of 
talks on geoscience information standards. The presentations were attended by 30 
staff from the Beijing and provincial offices of the CGS. 
 
Dr Stephen  Richard, recently of the Arizona Geological Survey and now at 
Columbia University, was awarded the 2016 IUGS Science Excellence Award  in 
Geoscience Information at the 35th International Geological Congress. 
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NOTES 
• If you require notices, information on publications, etc. to be considered for inclusion in 
forthcoming IUGS e-bulletins, please mail to amel.barich@iugs.org or 
amel.barich@gmail.com.  
• Please check the IUGS Calendar of Events for upcoming scientific meetings this coming 
month. If you require information on international conferences, meetings, etc. to be 
considered for inclusion in this Calendar please mail to:  peter.bobrowsky@canada.ca  
• To be added to or removed from the IUGS e-bulletin distribution list, please 
mailto:iugs.beijing@gmail.com. 
• Follow the IUGS on Social Media! We are on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and Google+. 
 

Prepared by: 
Amel Barich 
IUGS Councillor 
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