MEDITERRANEAN GROUNDWATER RELATED COASTAL WETLANDS INVENTORIED

General data

General type:

Ecosystem services are defined as the benefits people obtain from ecosystems
(Millenium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005). These include provisioning services such
as food and water; regulating and supporting services such as regulation of floods,

droughts, land degradation, and diseases, soil formation and nutrient cycling; and

cultural services such as recreational, spiritual, religious, and other nonmaterial
benefits”. These three categories can also be subdivided into other subgroups.

Under the perspective of human well-being, ecosystems can be considered as a

K

“natural capita

, which provide an interest to humans as ecosystem services. The

ecological integrity of ecosystems consists in the maintenance of the functional

features and the structure of the ecosystem, as well as of their capacity to recover
from perturbations (ecological resilience).

Ecological processes in a healthy ecosystem support the capacity of such ecosystem
to provide ecosystem services, which are used by humans to increase our well-being.
Human activities, however, are the main cause of alterations of ecosystem health,
thus affecting the capacity of ecosystems to provide services. These anthropogenic

affections are the so-called “drivers of change” as have being considered in the

MedPartnership project.
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Management of Coastal Aquifers and Groundwater
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Objectives:

coastal wetlands

1. Hydro-geological pre-assessment of Mediterranean groundwater dependent

ecosystems

2. Methodology and guidelines for hydro-geological management of coastal

wetlands.
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